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Dearest friends, 

The summer months have a way of 
encouraging us to slow down a little. 
Gardens are growing, fields are full, 
and all around us we see the quiet 
work of seeds bringing forth their 
harvest. It is perhaps no surprise that 
Jesus should choose this season of 
growth to tell one of his best-loved 
parables. 

This Sunday's Gospel is the Parable 
of the Sower. A farmer scatters seed 
generously across the field. Some 
falls on the path, some on rocky 
ground, some among thorns, and 
some on good soil where it produces 
a rich harvest. The seed, Jesus tells 
us, is the word of God, generously 
offered to everyone. The question is 
not whether God is willing to speak, 
but whether we are ready to receive 
what he gives us. 

It is tempting to hear this parable 
and immediately think about other 
people. We can all identify those 
whose faith seems shallow, 
distracted or resistant. But, Jesus 
asks us a much more personal 
question: What sort of soil am I 
today? There are seasons when our 
hearts are open and receptive, and 
there are seasons when worries, 
distractions or disappointments 
make it harder for God's word to 
take root. The encouraging thing is 
that soil can be cultivated. The 
Christian life is one of continually 

allowing the Lord to clear 
away the stones and weeds 
so that his grace may bear 
fruit within us. 

On Wednesday we 
celebrate the feast of St 
Bonaventure, one of my 
favourite saints. He was 
both a great theologian and 
a deeply prayerful 
Franciscan, reminding us 
that our faith is not simply 
something to be studied but 
something to be lived. He 
understood that the truths of the 
Gospel are like seeds: they are meant 
to grow, to transform us, and 
ultimately to bear fruit in lives of 
holiness and love. 

Looking ahead, don't forget our 
Parish Barbecue next Sunday, 19th 
July. I hope as many of you as 
possible will be able to come. It will 
be a wonderful opportunity to spend 
time together, welcome new faces, 
and enjoy one another's company 
outside our usual Sunday routine. 
Strong churches are built not only 
through worship, but through 
friendship, hospitality and the 
simple joy of sharing life together. 

In love, 

Fr. Matthew 

Notices 
Joint Summer Mass 
Next Sunday we’ll be together for 
our annual Summer Mass at St. 
John’s. We’ll start mass at 11am and 
it will be followed by a BBQ at 
Wickham Hall. All the usual fun and 
wonderful food will be on hand. It’s 
the perfect mass to invite someone 
new to… 

Quiz & Chips 
The quiz returns! Come to St. Luke’s 
for the very popular quiz with fish 
and chips. Could you either sign up 
at the back of St. Luke’s or just let Fr. 
Matthew know if you’re planning on 
coming.  

Summer Pilgrimage 
Fr. Matthew will be leaving Devon 
on the 23rd July from St. John’s at 
10am. There’ll be a special Mass, led 
by Fr. Robin. He’ll bless Fr. Matthew 
(and his bike!) as they depart on 
their 9000km pilgrimage to many of 
Europe's great Marian shrines. This 
journey will form the backbone of a 
book called ‘Two Holy Bikers’ which 
will be published by Bloomsbury in 
October 2027.  
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S t .  L u k e ’ s  &  S t .  J o h n ’ s
P r o c l a i m i n g  C h r i s t  i n  D e v o n

St. John’s APCM 

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held in 
Wickham Hall on Wednesday 15th July at 6.00pm. If 
you're on the Electoral Roll, please do come along as we 
review the past year, elect officers and PCC members, 
and look ahead to the year ahead. 

 

Father Matthew Cashmore 
father@slsj.co.uk 

07555 924862  

Churchwardens 
[SL] Mandy Northcott - amandanorthcott037@gmail.com 
[SJ] Elizabeth Brooks - elizabethbrooks086@gmail.com 

Associate Clergy  
Fr Christopher Robins, Fr Robin Eastoe SSC 

Fr Alan White and Deacon David Rogers 
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T h e  w e e k  a h e a d :  
Monday 13th July 
Monday of week 15 in Ordinary Time 🟢  

[prayers offered at home] 
Prayer focus: The homeless 

Tuesday 14th July 
Tuesday of week 15 in Ordinary Time 🟢  

10am - Funeral for Major Roy 
Prayer focus: St. Luke’s 

Wednesday 15th July 
Saint Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor ⚪  

10am - Said Mass [SL] 
6pm - St. John’s APCM [WH] 

Prayer focus: St. John’s 

Thursday 16th July 
Thursday of week 15 Ordinary Time 🟢  

10am - Said Mass [SJ] 
Prayer focus: St. Catherine’s School 

Friday 17th July 
Friday of week 15 Ordinary Time 🟢  

[prayers offered at home] 
Prayer focus: Stover School 

Saturday 18th July 
Saturday of week 15 Ordinary Time 🟢  

10:00am - Table Top Sale [WH] 
10:30am - Rosary Group [SL] 

Prayer focus: Haytor View School 

Sunday 19th July 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 🟢   

11am - Joint Summer Mass, followed by BBQ [SJ] 
Year A(II), Psalm week 4, Trinity 7, Proper 11 

P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r :  
Sheila, Penny & Michael, Jeorge, Alex, Doug, Ann, Linda, 
Bob, Bill, Mandy, Vicky Pearce, Jean & Phil, Jennifer 
Benney, and all those who have asked for our prayers. 

P r a y  f o r  t h e  s o u l s  o f :   
Edme Hooper and all those whose anniversary of death 
falls in these weeks.

T o d a y  
Sunday 12th July 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 🟢   

9am - Sung Parish Mass [SJ] 
11:15am - Sung Parish Mass [SL] 

Year A(II), Psalm week 3, Trinity 6, Proper 10 

Upcoming Dates 

July 
15th – St John's APCM (6pm) [WH] 
18th - Table Top Sale [WH] 
            Rosary Group (10:30am) [SL] 
19th  - Joint Mass with BBQ [SJ] 
23rd - Sending Mass for Fr. Matthew’s Pilgrimage, 10am [SJ]  
25th - Quiz with Fish & Chips [SL] 
26th - NA Benefice Evensong, West Ogwell 

Sept 
2nd - St. Luke’s Ladies Group 
5th - Glastonbury Pilgrimage 
10th - Winter Term & Christmas Planning Meeting [SL] 
11th - Bingo [SL] 
13th - Explorers 
20th - Lecture, Church Vestments (4pm) [WH] 
           Afternoon Tea (5pm) [WH] 
           Evensong (6pm) [SJ] 
27th - NA Benefice Evensong, St. Mary’s 

No Ladies Group in August 
No midweek Mass in August 
Fr. Matthew on pilgrimage from 24th July to 4th September 

[SJ] St. John’s | [SL] St. Luke’s | [WH] Wickham Hall 
[SC] St. Catherine’s School 


